MORPETH  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Annual  Report  of  the  Public  Health  and 
Sanitary  Condition  of  Morpeth  Rural 

District  in  1909. 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  Report  for  the  year 
1909.  It  is  drawn  out  according  to  the  recommendations  of  the 
Local  Government  Board,  so  that  there  are  many  repetitions  of  former 
reports  which  are  necessary  to  those  unacquainted  with  the  district. 

Physical  Features  of  the  District. — The  district,  which 
extends  over  74,748  acres  of  land,  runs  east  and  west  from  the  sea¬ 
board,  mainly  between  the  Rivers  Coquet  and  Wansbeck,  some  20 
miles  inland.  The  Urban  Districts  of  Ashington  and  Newbiggin- 
by-the-Sea  cut  into  the  easterly  part.  There  is  every  facility  for  good 
drainage,  except  in  the  north-east  part,  which  rises  very  little  above 
sea  level.  The  water  supply  is  in  most  parts  good.  The  colliery 
villages  depend  almost  entirely  on  the  water  tapped  in  the  workings 
of  their  respective  pits,  whilst  the  agricultural  area  is  fairly  well 
supplied  by  natural  springs,  and  those  in  the  lines  of  the  supplies  for 
Tynemouth  or  the  County  Asylum  are  fortunate  in  having  excellent 
service  from  the  Font  near  E wesley  and  from  Doehill.  All  the 
colliery  villages  lie  to  the  east,  thus  the  water-courses  are  preserved 
from  serious  contamination. 

Divisions  Of  the  District. — The  district  naturally  divides 
itself  into  colliery  and  agricultural.  The  highway  from  Morpeth  to 
Felton  almost  exactly  separates  the  one  from  the  other.  For 
statistical  purposes  the  County  Asylum  forms  a  community  by  itself, 
but  its  high  death-rate  must  be  added  to  the  general  returns,  which, 
therefore,  appear  much  higher  than  the  rates  for  residents. 

industries — The  chief  industries  are  colliery  and  agricultural. 
The  two  woollen  factories,  which  at  one  time  employed  a  large  num¬ 
ber  of  hands,  now  provide  work  for  some  half-dozen.  They  are  in 
a  good  sanitary  condition.  The  collieries  have  been  working  very 
steadily,  but  the  increase  in  population  has  not  been  so  large  as  of 
late  years.  The  pits  are  well  ventilated,  but  many  seams  are  low, 
so  that  the  hewers  have  to  work  in  a  cramped  position  and  often 

lying  on  damp  or  wet  ground,  so  that  rheumatism  is  a  common 
complaint. 

Population. — In  1908,  the  population,  calculated  to  the 
middle  of  the  year,  was  18,000,  which  was  an  increase  of  350  for  the 
yean  During  1909,  the  increase  has  not  been  so  great,  the  number 
of  births  was  508,  and  the  number  of  deaths  198  amongst  residents, 
giving  an  increase  of  310.  Twenty-three  new  houses  have  been 
occupied  during  the  year,  which  is  calculated  to  give  120  new 
inhabitants  So  that  if  we  allow  for  a  few  houses  which  have  been 
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condemned,  200  is  all  that  can  be  added  to  the  population,  calculated 
to  the  middle  of  the  year.  There  is  practically  no  change  in  the 
agricultural  population,  the  increased  population  is  entirely  in  the 
collieries,  which  may  now  be  put  down  at  13,700,  and  the  agricultural 
as  before,  at  4.500. 

Housing. — Steady  progress  is  being  made  in  improving 
existing  houses,  some  of  wThich  had  been  constructed  with  little  idea 
of  sanitary  requirements,  and  also  in  erecting  new  houses  conforming 
to  the  byelaws.  Colliery  owners  should  understand  that  by  pro¬ 
viding  good  sanitary  houses  they  get  a  better  class  of  workmen.  One 
who  can  choose  his  wrork  wall  not  select  a  tumble-down  insanitary 
place.  Great  improvements  have  been  made  on  a  large  number  of 
houses  at  North  Seaton.  At  Bus  Square,  alterations  have  been 
carried  out,  converting  five  single-roomed  places,  which  wrere  scarcely 
lit  for  cattle,  into  two  very  nice  cottages.  Improvements  have  been 
and  are  still  being  made  to  the  houses  in  Stone  Row,  Broomhill,  also 
at  Stobswood  Wood  Houses.  At  Begswood  many  excellent  houses 
have  been  erected.  Much  remains  to  be  done,  more  especially  in 
and  around  Widdrington  Colliery.  Nothing  more  has  been  done 
to  supply  Chevington  Wood  Houses  with  a  proper  drainage  system  ; 
closure  will  be  the  result  if  something  is  not  done  at  an  early  date. 
All  the  old  houses  in  this  district  are  not  up  to  modern  requirements. 
As  a  rule  the  windows  do  not  open,  but  fortunately  during  the  day 
the  back  doors  are  nearly  always  open.  Too  often  the  small  space 
under  the  roofs  has  to  be  used  as  a  sleeping  apartment,  for  want 
of  sufficient  accommodation.  A  large  number  of  plans  for  new 
houses  have  been  passed  by  the  Building  Committee,  providing  foi 
the  erection  of  over  700  new  houses.  Thirty -three  new  houses  have 
been  occupied  during  the  year. 

OeilOfaS  Improvements. — Besides  the  improvements  in 
houses  to  wffiich  I  have  already  referred,  a  number  of  places  have 
had  new  drainage  systems  put  down.  Details  of  these  will  be  found 
in  your  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report.  The  Red  Row  filter  beds 
have  been  enlarged  and  improved.  The  long-standing  grievance  of 
the  open  sew7er  at  North  Broomhill  has  been  corrected,  and  the 
sewage  is  now  carried  through  a  6-inch  pipe.  At  Mitford,  the 
village  has  been  properly  drained.  During  the  last  few7  years  great 
improvements  have  been  effected  at  Pegswood ;  improved  houses 
have  been  built  and  are  being  built,  and  now7  an  up-to-date  sewerage 
system  has  been  constructed.  At  Widdrington  Colliery  and  Bus 
Square  and  Row,  something  has  been  done  to  improve  the  conditions 
wffiich  so  long  disgraced  the  place.  Although  by  no  means  ideal, 
this  sewerage  system  has  effected  a  very  great  improvement  in  the 
condition  of  the  burn.  Instead  of  one  general  system,  wffiich 
was  proposed  and  for  which  plans  were  prepared,  a  number  of 
settling  tanks  have  been  built  at  the  ends  of  the  rows.  One  has 
yet  to  be  added  to  drain  the  Bus  Square.  The  burn  will  then  be 
fairly  free  from  pollution.  Houndalee  has  also  been  supplied  with 
settling  tank  and  filter  bed.  The  water  supply  in  several  places  is 
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inadequate.  At  Chevington  Drift  there  are  not  enough  stand  pipes, 
and  the  supply  is  often  defective.  A  better  supply  is  promised  for 
Widdrington  Steads.  At  Longhirst  and  some  of  the  surrounding 
farms  the  supply  is  either  very  defective  or  is  wholly  wanting.  In 
the  west  country,  Hartburn  is  badly  supplied,  and  at  Middleton  the 
one  well  is  not  in  a  satisfactory  condition.  More  good  houses  are 
required  in  many  of  the  colliery  villages,  this  applies  to  all;  there  is 
a  congestion,  with  the  result  that  overcrowding  has  occurred  in  many 
places.  Young  single  men  are  taken  in  as  lodgers  where  there  is  no 
room.  I  have  already  suggested  a  remedy  for  this — good  lodging- 
houses,  registered  and  well  inspected ;  not  only  would  this  relieve 
much  of  the  congestion,  but  it  would  effect  a  great  moral  improve¬ 
ment.  Improvements  are  greatly  required  in  private  roads  and  foot¬ 
paths,  especially  in  the  colliery  villages.  A  few  of  the  worst  are 
Chevington  Drift,  Widdrington  Colliery,  Stobswood  Colliery,  and 
North  Seaton  Colliery.  In  winter,  or  after  heavy  rains,  these  places 
are  disgraceful,  and  children  have  to  wade  through  on  their  way  to 
school,  where  they  sit  with  wet  feet  the  whole  day.  Only  very  minor 
improvements  have  been  carried  out  at  Chevington  Drift.  The 
open  sewers,  which  are  so  often  blocked  with  coal,  are  20  to  30  yards 
from  the  houses,  and  are  badly  flushed.  There  is  no  means 
provided  to  carry  the  overflow  from  the  rain-water  barrels,  so  that 
after  heavy  rains,  the  footpaths  are  quagmires.  The  open  channel 
sewers  in  most  of  the  colliery  villages  are  not  sufficiently  broad  to 
prevent  very  frequent  and  very  bad  inequalities  on  the  surface.  If 
these  open  channels  are  to  be  laid,  thev  should  be  broad  and  well 
laid  to  prevent  the  slabs  from  sinking.  The  system  of  privy  middens, 
which  is  so  common,  is  to  be  discouraged.  Earth  closets  are  much 
more  satisfactory.  In  the  Widdrington  district  these  privy  middens 
are  most  unsightly. 

Scavenging. — All  the  scavenging  in  the  district,  excepting 
West  Chevington,  which  is  done  by  the  Council,  is  done  privately. 
On  the  whole  it  has  been  satisfactory,  and  complaints  have  not  been 
made,  except  in  the  case  of  Widdrington.  As  I  have  mentioned  be¬ 
fore,  more  effective  and  cheaper  work  would  be  done  were  the 
Council  to  carry  out  the  work  instead  of  contracting  for  it. 

Dallies*  &C. — The  dairies,  milkshops,  cowsheds,  and 
slaughter-houses  have  been  regularly  inspected,  and  are  in  a  satis¬ 
factory  condition.  I  wish  I  could  say  that  absolute  cleanliness  was 
universal  in  milking.  In  this  district  I  have  tasted  milk  which  not 
only  smelt  but  even  tasted  of  excreta.  It  does  not  occur  to  some 
people  that  cattle  should  be  kept  clean,  and  that  cows  should  have 
the  udder  washed  before  each  milking,  also  that  the  milker’s  hands 
should  be  cleansed.  I  wish  that  every  cowkeeper  would  follow  this 
out  religiously.  How  many  children  are  fed  on  cows’  milk  ?  Look 
at  our  high  infant  mortality  amongst  artificially  fed  children.  Con¬ 
sidering  that  milk  is  one  of  the  best  germ  feeders,  it  should  be  most 
carefully  guarded  from  sources  of  contamination.  I  have  known 
a  cowkeeper  who  visited  her  grandchildren  when  they  had  scarlet 
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fever;  she  milked  her  cows  and  distributed  the  milk,  with  the  result 
that  in  every  house  to  which  the  milk  went,  scarlet  fever  followed. 
But  scarlet  fever  germs  are  not  the  most  deadly  germs  that  milk 
carries.  There  are  germs  of  summer  diarrhoea  which  are  far  more 
fatal  and  which  find  their  way  to  milk  much  more  readily.  these 
are  the  great  enemies  to  children  in  a  hot  summer  and  autumn. 

Schools. — The  schools  in  your  district  are  in  a  satisfactory 
condition,  some  are  excellent.  There  has  been  very  little  school 
closure  during  the  year.  Ellington  was  closed  in  the  early  part  of 
the  vear  on  account  of  an  almost  universal  outbreak  of  measles  at 
Cresswell. 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 

In  the  following  statistics,  it  will  be  noticed  that  the  County 
Asylum,  with  its  naturally  high  death-rate,  is  included,  as  required  by 
the  Local  Government  Board,  but  the  death-rate  of  residents  is  given 
separately,  which  is  the  real  death-rate  of  the  district. 

Birth-rate. — The  number  of  births  during  the  year  was  508, 
which  is  the  second  highest  number  during  the  past  eight  years,  but 
with  the  increased  population  the  rate  is  27.8  per  1,000,  which  is  very 
little  below  the  average  for  the  district. 

Death-rate.  The  total  number  of  deaths  registered  during 
the  year  was  308,  and  of  these  116  died  in  the  Asylum,  one  only  of 
those  belonged  to  the  Morpeth  Rural  District,  so  that  the  number  of 
deaths  of  residents,  including  4  who  died  in  the  Workhouse,  and  i 
who  died  in  the  Cottage  Hospital,  was  198.  These  are  the  lowest 
figures  that  have  ever  been  recorded  in  the  district,  even  considering 
the  increased  population.  The  total  death-rate,  including  the 
Asylum,  is  equal  to  16.3  per  1,000.  and  that  for  residents,  excluding 
the  Asylum,  10.8  per  1,000.  This  is  the  lowest,  annual  death-rate 
recorded  in  your  district.  If  it  deaths  from  premature  births,  8 
accidental  deaths  and  2  suicides  are  deducted,  the  number  of  deaths 
from  disease  is  177,  which  would  mean  a  decreased  death-rate  of 
9.8  per  1,000.  In  the  colliery  districts  there  were  160  deaths,  which 
is  equal  to  a  rate  of  11.6  per  1,000,  a  great  reduction  on  former 
years.  There  were  37  deaths  in  the  agricultural  area,  which  gives 
a  rate  per  1.000  of  8.2,  which  is  a  little  above  the  average.  In 
1 907,  the  lowest  formerly  recorded,  these  figures  were  12.9  and  7.7, 
so  that  the  improved  rate  is  to  the  credit  of  the  colliery  districts. 
The  monthly  death-rates  (excluding  the  Asylum)  for  the  past  three 
years  are : — 


1907. 

1908. 

1909. 

1907. 

1908. 

1909. 

January 

15  8 

18-7 

13-3 

July 

9'5 

8-9 

8  6 

February  ... 

161 

15-6 

io-o 

August 

8’8 

143 

100 

March 

1T4 

122 

9£3 

September... 

73 

156 

53 

April 

8-1 

13-6 

120 

October 

15-8 

13-6 

126 

May 

8-0 

103 

166 

November ... 

8*2 

15-6 

46 

June 

7-0 

13  3 

8-6 

December  ... 

10T 

95 

100 
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These  figures,  I  think,  help  to  prove  that  a  cold  summer — 
which  surely  that  of  1909  was— and  a  severe  winter,  such  as  we  are 
experiencing,  are  not  unhealthy,  and  especially  so  to  children,  as  a 
hot  summer  is  more  productive  of  epidemic  diarrhoea. 

Infantile  Death-rate.  —Never  has  the  infantile  death-rate 
been  so  low,  and  never  but  once  has  it  been  below  the  hundred.  In 
[907,  also  with  its  cold  autumn,  the  rate  was  99.3  per  1,000,  but  in 
the  past  year  it  is  96.4.  The  highest  recorded  was  in  1904,  when 
it  reached  195  per  1,000  children  born.  This  improvement  is  largely 
due  to  the  absence  of  epidemic  diarrhoea,  but  also  to  the  very  low 
death-rate  due  to  children’s  infectious  diseases.  The  number  of 
deaths  registered  amongst  children  under  one  year  was  only  49, 
whilst  the  average  for  the  past  7  years  is  65.  There  are  no  deaths 
amongst  infants  from  infectious  diseases,  and  only  4  from  diarrhoea 
and  enteritis.  The  largest  number  of  deaths  amongst  infants  is 
from  premature  birth,  which  accounts  for  11,  and  accidents  and 
diseases  of  parturition  for  9,  whilst  bronchitis  and  tubercular  diseases 
account  for  6  and  3  respectively. 

Spocial  Diseases.- — It  is  interesting  to  note  the  variation  in 
certain  diseases  from  year  to  year.  By  referring  to  the  table  of  the 
more  common  diseases,  which  I  have  recorded  for  the  past  three 
years,  because  1907  was  the  year  with  the  lowest  record,  it  will  be 
seen  that  the  variations  are  not  so  great,  excepting  in  what  might  be 
termed  casual  diseases,  such  as  diarrhoea,  the  infectious  diseases, 
and  premature  birth.  The  deaths  from  phthisis  pulmonalis,  which 
in  1908  numbered  13,  have  risen  in  1909  to  18;  but  this  again  is 
fewer  than  in  the  record  year  (cold  and  wet)  of  1907,  when  it  was  22. 
Again,  all  the  respiratory  diseases  were  greater  in  1907  and  1909, 
these  being  66  and  50  respectively,  than  in  the  drier  year  1908, 
when  it  was  only  41.  The  greatest  change  of  all  is  the  diminution 
in  deaths  from  infectious  diseases,  which  in  the  past  year  has  been 
reduced  to  6,  and  this  is  the  more  remarkable  because  the  number 
of  infectious  diseases  has  been  larger  during  1909  than  ever 
recorded,  the  number  of  diseases  notified  being  233,  as  against  178 
in  1908. 


Diseases. 

1907. 

1908. 

1909. 

No. 

of 

Cases. 

Rate 

per 

1000. 

No. 

of 

Cases. 

Rate 

per 

1000. 

No. 

of 

Cases. 

Rate 

per 

1000. 

Phthisis  Pulmonalis 

22 

1-2 

13 

072 

18 

0-99 

All  Tubercular  Diseases  ... 

35 

P9 

20 

1-11 

35 

1-92 

All  Respiratory  Diseases 

66 

37 

41 

2-27 

50 

2-75 

Cancer  and  Malignant  Growths 

8 

OA 

10 

055 

12 

0-65 

Heart  Diseases  ... 

25 

P4 

22 

1*22 

21 

1-55 

Infectious  Diseases 

16 

09 

24 

1-36 

6 

0-32 

Diarrhoea  of  all  forms 

5 

0-29 

30 

166 

6 

0-32 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

The  very  large  number  of  infectious  diseases  during  1909  is 
entirely  due  to  a  widespread  epidemic  of  a  mild  type  of  scarlet  fever. 
There  have  been  fewer  cases  of  diphtheria  than  in  the  previous 
year,  almost  the  same  number  of  cases  of  enteric  fever,  and  twice 
the  number  of  cases  of  erysipelas.  In  spite  of  this  increase,  the 
number  of  fatal  cases  has  been  very  much  lower  than  in  1908,  there 
having  been  only  6,  as  against  24  in  that  year. 

Diphtheria.— Sixty-live  cases  were  reported  during  the  year, 
as  against  72  in  1908  and  79  in  1907.  The  cases  on  the  whole 
have  been  mild,  three  were  fatal,  and  it  was  exclusively  confined  to 
the  colliery  districts.  At  Broomhill,  14  cases  were  reported  during 
the  year.  There  never  was  any  serious  epidemic,  only  two  or  three 
cases  in  a  month,  and  it  continued  from  January  till  July,  and  after 
that  date  only  three  cases  occurred.  At  Chevington  Drift,  13  cases 
were  reported,  and  6  of  these  were  in  June,  the  majority  being  in 
Hedgehope  and  Simonside  Terraces.  Besides  these  there  were 
in  the  Broomhill  district,  3  cases  at  Chevington  Crescent  and  1  at 
Chevington  Wood  Row.  These  did  not  occur  at  the  same  time, 
but  in  January,  March,  and  October.  In  the  Widdrington  district, 
1  case  occurred  at  Middle  Steads  in  February,  and  another  in 
September,  and  in  the  same  month  a  case  was  reported  at  South 
Steads.  In  Widdrington  Village,  4  in  one  family  were  affected. 
In  August  and  September,  6  children  were  attacked  at  West  Thirston. 
I  have  no  doubt  that  all  those  cases,  which  are  in  the  vicinity  of 
Broomhill,  got  the  infection  directly  from  the  same  source,  by 
children  attending  school  before  the  infection  was  completely 
removed.  Even  after  two  months  infective  germs  have  been  found 
in  the  throat  and  nose.  Hence  the  advisability  of  having  a 
bacteriological  examination  made  before  the  child  is  allowed  to 
return  to  school.  During  the  months  from  February  to  May,  14 
cases  occurred  at  Pegswood.  It  is  rather  instructive  that  all  these 
excepting  two  occurred  in  the  new  houses  and  mostly  in  neighbouring 
houses — clearly  showing  the  want  of  care  and  common  sense  in 
visiting  neighbours’  houses  where  infection  is  present.  At  North 
Seaton,  in  September,  4  cases  were  reported,  two  in  one  family  and 
the  other  two  in  adjoining  houses.  There  also,  in  November,  two 
very  mild  cases  occurred.  The  only  other  case  was  one  in  the  rural 
district  of  Newbiggin-by-the-Sea.  In  the  previous  year,  a  special 
feature  of  the  disease  was  the  number  of  sporadic  cases  in  isolated 
farms.  In  the  epidemic  of  1909,  this  feature  was  not  present,  all 
the  cases  were  grouped  in  areas,  and  all  the  cases  could  be  accounted 
for  by  infection  one  from  the  other. 

Scarlet  Fevera — During  the  year,  scarlatina  has  been  very 
prevalent,  134  cases  were  notified.  It  has  been  of  a  mild  type,  and 
only  one  case  proved  fatal.  There  have  practically  been  four  centres 
where  it  has  been  epidemic,  Broomhill,  Stobswood,  Pegswood,  and 
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North  Seaton.  At  Broomhill,  including  Chevington  Drift,  34  cases 
were  notified  during  the  year.  It  was  epidemic  from  March  to  May, 
although  there  were  a  few  cases  reported  during  the  lest  of  the  yeai. 
In  the  Stobswood  district  it  broke  out  at  the  Colliery  in  September, 
and  for  two  months  was  epidemic  there.  It  extended  from  there 
to  Humble  Steads  and  Houndalee  Cottages,  in  all  32  cases  were 
reported.  In  Pegswood,  the  first  cases  were  notified  111  h  ebruary , 
and  it  became  epidemic  at  once,  and  continued  till  the  beginning  of 
April.  In  June  it  again  became  epidemic,  and  during  August  and 
September  there  were  a  large  number  of  cases.  Up  till  the  end  of 
the  year  a  few  more  cases  were  notified.  As  with  diphtheria,  the 
great  majority  of  cases  of  scarlatina  were  in  the  new  streets  in 
Pegswood.  *  At  North  Seaton,  the  disease  established  itself  in 
January,  and  in  February  and  March  it  was  epidemic.  A  few  cases 
remained  till  the  end  of  June,  and  one  case  was  reported  in  October; 
26  cases  were  notified  during  the  year.  The  remaining  seven  cases 
occurred  at  Park  House,  Morpeth,  Peacock  Gap,  West  Thirston, 
Meldon,  and  Wallington. 


Erysipelas.  A  larger  number  of  cases  of  erysipelas  have 
been  reported  than  usual,  20  as  against  10  in  the  previous  year.  One 
or  two  have  been  severe,  but  none  were  fatal. 

EnterSc  Fever.— Thirteen  cases  of  enteric  fever  have  been 
reported  during  the  year.  At  Chevington  Drift,  2  cases  were 
notified  in  April.  The  house  in  Hedgehope  Terrace,  where  the 
first  case  occurred,  was  in  an  insanitary  condition,  the  rooms  below 
the  level  of  the  garden  and  in  wet  weather  were  often  flooded  with 
foul-smelling  water.  This  defect  has  been  remedied.  The  water 
and  the  drainage,  as  well  as  the  insanitary  condition  of  the  roads  and 
footpaths  would  account  for  diseases  so  frequent  here.  'The  other 
case  developed  the  disease  by  direct  contact  with  the  above.  The 
disease  did  not  occur  again  until  August,  when  a  case  was  notified 
at  Linton  Colliery.  I  could  find  nothing  wrong  with  the  water  or 
drains,  and  the  house  was  in  exceptionally  good  condition.  As  the 
disease  was  present  in  Ashington  and  the  boy  went  there  regularly 
to  school,  I  think  he  must  have  got  the  infection  there.  In 
September  all  the  other  cases  occurred.  At  the  same  time  three 
were  reported  from  different  quarters,  one  at  Pegswood  Railway 
Cottages,  a  second  at  North  Seaton,  and  the  third  at  Broomhill. 
August  was  the  only  month  in  which  there  was  a  high  temperature, 
and  during  the  first  half  it  was  unusually  high.  This, 
I  think,  mav  account  for  the  simultaneous  outbreak  of  these  cases. 

J  j 

At  Pegswood  and  North  Seaton,  there  was  nothing  about  the  houses, 
drainage,  or  water  that  I  could  definitely  account  for  the  fever,  but  at 
Broomhill  the  cause  was  evident.  There  w^as  a  broken  drain  at  the 
shop  door,  which  allowed  the  foul  gases  to  escape  into  the  house 
and  shop,  but  the  condition  was  so  bad  when  I  visited  it  that  for  30 
yards  round  the  smell  was  very  offensive.  The  people  had  made 
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complaint  frequently,  but  to  the  wrong  quarter.  The  drain  was 
opened  and  properly  trapped,  but  already  within  a  few  days  I  was 
notified  of  other  six  cases  in  the  near  neighbourhood,  three  being  in 
one  family  and  two  in  another.  There  is  no  doubt  these  were  all 
from  the  same  cause,  as  all  had  visited  the  shop  where  the  first 
case  occurred.  After  this  no  more  cases  were  notified,  excepting 
one  in  Chevington  Drift,  about  the  same  time,  the  cause  for  which 
1  considered  was  the  high  temperature  of  the  month,  in  a  quarter 
not  very  sanitary. 


GENERAL  REMARKS. 

A  late  spring,  a  cold  summer,  a  wet  autumn,  and  an  early 
winter,  these  were  the  characteristics  of  the  year  1909;  and  yet  it 
was  a  healthy  year,  a  reproductive  year,  and  produced  one  of  the 
most  extraordinary  harvests  that  has  been  experienced.  The  death- 
rate  is  the  lowest  on  record,  the  birth-rate  is  average,  and  although 
infectious  diseases  have  been  numerous,  the  death-rate  from  them  has 
never  been  lower.  What  does  this  indicate  ?  It  certainly  indicates 
to  my  mind  a  reversion  of  the  usual  opinion.  Should  we  go  south  to 
escape  the  ravages  of  spring  and  phthisical  winter  ?  Our  phthisical 
cases  are  best  in  winter,  only  the  senile  and  those  with  sluggish 
circulations  suffer  most  in  winter.  Dry,  cold  weather  is  the  most 
healthy.  During  the  past  three  years  many  improvements  have  been 
carried  out,  and  the  district  is  gradually  feeling  the  effect.  I  wish 
I  could  give  a  better  report  of  that  part  round  Widdrington  and  also 
of  Chevington  Drift.  Perhaps  when  the  new  sinkings  which  the 
Widdrington  Coal  Company  is  carrying  out,  give  employment,  the 
Company  may  be  in  a  better  position  to  improve  their  property. 
At  Chevington  Wood  Houses  and  at  Widdrington  Stamp  Steads,  no 
drainage  is  provided.  At  Ellington,  sewage  is  still  discharged  into 
the  roadside  ditch.  Nothing  but  a  revolution  in  the  sanitary 
arrangements  of  Chevington  Drift  will  do  any  good ;  the  drains  are 
too  far  from  the  houses,  hence  they  are  no  use  for  carrying  off  rain¬ 
water,  so  that  the  footpaths  and  some  houses  are  flooded  after  rain. 
The  water  supply  is  inadequate,  there  are  only  7  stand  pipes  for 
Hedgehope  and  Linhope  Terraces  with  112  houses;  there  are  only 
6  for  Hartside  and  Simonside  Terraces  with  174  houses.  The  flow 
of  water  at  these  stand  pipes  is  1  gallon  per  minute,  so  that  you  can 
readily  imagine  how  inadequate  is  the  supply.  Over  the  whole  of 
the  colliery  district  additional  housing  accommodation  is  required. 
More  especially  is  this  the  case  at  Broomhi.il,  Chevington  Drift, 
Widdrington  Colliery,  Stobswood,  and  North  Seaton.  There  is 
more  work  in  the  district  than  the  housing  of  the  district  can 
accommodate,  which  is,  as  regards  trade,  a  good  sign,  but  it  is  bad 
as  regards  sanitation. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Yours  obediently, 


J,  P.  PHILIP. 


TABLE  I. — Vital  Statistics  of  Whole  District  during  1909  and  previous  years. 
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CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  NOTIFIED  DURING  THE  YEAR  1909. 
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TABLE  IV. 

CAUSES  OF,  AND  AGES  AT.  DEATH  DURING  YEAR  1909. 


Deaths 

at  s 

ubjoined 

ages 

of 

C/) 

c  c  • 

"  Residents  ” 

whether 

occurring 

4 

w  ’-0  P 

in  or 

beyond  the  district. 

Oj 

Vh 

£3 

X!  d  J- 

-t->  4-> 

d  £ 

Causes  of  Death. 

in 

<D 

W 

10 

10 
T3  M 

T3  c? 

10 
"0  <0 

rr-t  M 

kS 

0) 

£  V)  Q 

Q  c  •— 1 

bo 

1 

)  nder 

year 

Oh  *-< 

5  <D 
Oj 

w  C 

C  i-t 

rt  v 
T3 

•O  JH 

§  fc 

M  £ 

S  u 

a:  0 

in  "2 

(N  C- 

d  nj 

to  £ 
0  Oh 

'o 

O 

So 

< 

3  .a  5 

c 

r-1  3  --1 

< 

2 

d 

2 

d 

Oh 

Small-pox 

Measles 

Scarlet  Fever 

I 

I 

I 

Whooping-Cough 
Diphtheria  [including 

2 

2 

2 

Membranous  Croup 
Croup 

3 

2 

1 

3 

( Typhus 

Fever  J  Enteric 

(Other  continued 

Epidemic  Influenza 
Cholera 

Plague 

Diarrhoea 

4 

3 

I 

4 

I 

Enteritis 

Gastritis 

2 

1 

I 

2 

Puerperal  Fever 
Erysipelas 

Phthisis  (Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis) 

18 

I 

I 

4 

12 

15 

3 

10 

Other  Tuberculous 

Diseases 

17 

3 

7 

4 

1 

2 

J7 

5 

Cancer,  Malignant 

Disease 

12 

10 

2 

10 

2 

1 

Bronchitis 

8 

6 

1 

I 

7 

1 

Pneumonia 

7 

2 

3 

1 

I 

5 

2 

11 

Pleurisy 

Other  Diseases  of  the 

1 

Respiratory  Organs 

Alcoholism 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

Venereal  Diseases 

1 

1 

1 

Premature  Birth 

Diseases  and  Accidents 

11 

11 

9 

2 

of  Parturition 

10 

9 

1 

8 

2 

Heart  Diseases 

21 

1 

8 

12 

14 

7 

13 

Accidents 

8 

1 

2 

3 

2 

8 

Suicides 

2 

1 

1 

2 

1 

All  Other  Causes 

70 

14 

7 

6 

4 

16 

23 

54 

16 

73 

All  Causes 

197 

49 

28 

11 

13 

55 

41 

160 

37 

116 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY  DURING  YEAR  1909  UNDER  ONE  YEAR  OF  AGE. 


Population  estimated  to  middle  of  1909,  18,200.  Births  in  the  year,  508.  Deaths  in  the  year  of  infants,  49. 

Deaths  from  all  causes  at  all  ages,  308. 


Sanitary  Surveyor’s  Report. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members, — 

I  have  the  pleasure  of  presenting  herewith  my  Annual  Report 
for  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1909. 

Infectious  Diseases. — In  all  the  cases  of  infectious  diseases 
notified  during  the  year,  every  effort  has  been  made,  by  a  prompt 
attendance  on  each  case,  the  giving  of  instructions,  and  by  thorough 
disinfection  of  the  houses,  furniture,  and  clothing,  to  prevent  the 
spread  of  disease.  Such  efforts  have  met  with  considerable  success. 

On  the  instructions  of  your  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
disinfections  have  been  carried  out  at  thirteen  dwelling-houses  and 
at  Ellington  Schools. 

Workshops,,  &C. — The  sanitary  arrangements  of  the  various 
slaughter-houses,  cowbyres,  workshops,  and  workplaces  within  your 
district  were  found  to  be  in  a  satisfactory  condition  on  the  dates  of 
the  several  inspections  made. 

Scavenging. — The  whole  of  the  scavenging  in  your  district, 
except  that  in  the  Township  of  West  Chevington,  is  done  privately. 
In  West  Chevington,  the  work  is  undertaken  by  the  Council  and  let 
by  contract.  Owing  to  the  continuous  attention  given  to  this  work, 
the  improvement  reported  last  year  has  been  maintained,  with  the 
exception  of  Widdrington  Township.  This  Township  was  formerly 
a  scavenging  area  and  the  work  was  carried  out  by  contract  for  the 
Council,  but  at  the  request  of  some  of  the  ratepayers  they  were 
allowed  to  do  the  work  themselves.  For  some  time  every  satisfaction 
was  given,  but  for  the  greater  portion  of  last  year,  the  work  was  very 
much  neglected,  so  much  so,  indeed,  that  at  certain  places,  chiefly  at 
Widdrington  Colliery,  the  privies  and  ashpits  were  so  full  as  to  be 
absolutely  unfit  for  their  purpose.  On  a  report  being  made  of 
these  conditions,  and  a  threat  of  a  reversion  to  a  scavenging  area, 
the  work  was  at  once  thoroughly  undertaken  and  I  have  had  no 
complaint  to  make  since. 

Nuisances. — Throughout  the  year,  only  four  complaints  of 
the  existence  of  nuisances  were  received,  as  against  twelve  during  the 
preceding  year.  The  complaints  referred  to  nuisances  arising  from 
“  full  and  foul  ashpits,”  “  foul  accumulation  of  town  refuse,” 
“  untrapped  drains,”  and  a  “  damp  house.”  With  the  exception  of 
the  last-named,  the  nuisances  have  been  successfully  dealt  with  and 
abatement  obtained. 
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The  nuisances  found  in  the  ordinary  inspections  of  the  district 
have  arisen  chiefly  from  full  and  foul  ashpits  and  blocked  drains, 
and  these  necessitated  the  service  of  six  and  nine  preliminary  notices, 
respectively,  this  shewing  a  marked  diminution  from  last  year  when 
the  figures  were  nineteen  and  seventeen  respectively.  The  execution 
of  drainage  work  in  compliance  with  your  building  byelaws  and  the 
strict  supervision  of  such  work  during  its  progress,  has,  undoubtedly 
accounted  for  the  reduced  number  of  nuisances  arising  from  defective 
drains. 


Housing. — The  housing  conditions  throughout  your  district 
mav  be  considered  fairly  satisfactory,  and  a  great  amount  of  work, 
involving  a  heavy  expenditure,  has  been  done  by  various  owners  of 
defective  property  in  complying  with  the  sanitary  requirements  and 
in  improving  and  enlarging  small,  unsuitable  dwellings. 

At  North  Seaton  Colliery  Village,  forty  single-room  cottages 
have  been  converted  into  three-room  houses,  each  consisting  of  a 
large  living  room  and  two  bedrooms.  During  the  last  two  years, 
the  owners  of  Pegswood  Colliery  have  built  over  forty  new  workmen's 
houses,  each  consisting  of  a  large  living  room  and  two  bedrooms,  with 
scullery  offshoot  and  modern  sanitary  conveniences. 

The  worst  conditions  in  this  respect  are  to  be  found  at 
Widdrington,  in  the  houses  occupied  by  the  miners,  and  the  Council 
will  have  to  concentrate  its  attention  on  this  place  to  obtain  the 
necessary  improvements  to  the  houses  and  their  sanitary  requirements. 
A  great  many  of  the  dwellings  are  of  the  single  room  cottage  type 
and  are  in  a  state  of  general  decay.  In  many  cases,  to  get  further 
accommodation,  the  roof  space  has  been  converted  into  a  bedroom, 
access  to  which  is  invariably  by  means  of  a  dangerous  ladder. 
These  so  called  bedrooms  have  a  mean  height  of  about  four  feet, 
are  without  any  means  of  proper  ventilation,  and,  in  most  cases,  have 
only  a  single  glass  tile  for  lighting  purposes.  At  Bus  Square,  the 
owners  have,  on  the  suggestion  of  your  Sanitary  Committee  con¬ 
verted  five  such  houses  into  two. 

Nothing  has  been  done  by  the  owners  of  the  Chevington  Wood 
Houses  to  put  these  dwellings  into  a  habitable  condition,  and 
proceedings  should  be  taken  to  secure  a  closing  order  when  the  time 
granted  for  the  carrying  out  of  the  necessary  work  expires,  i.e., 
June,  1910. 

A  drainage  system,  consisting  of  a  6-inch  sanitary  pipe  sewer 
and  branch  drains  and  gullies  has  been  put  in  for  the  Stobswood 
Wood  Houses,  where  improved  privy  and  ashpit  accommodation  and 
slight  structural  repairs  have  also  been  carried  out.  It  is  intended 
to  further  increase  the  privy  accommodation,  and  the  Council  have, 
therefore,  decided  to  postpone  any  action  for  the  closing  of  these 
houses. 
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Inquiries. — In  January,  the  County  Council  held  a  local 
inquiry  into  the  proposal  of  the  Newbiggin  Urban  Council  to  extend 
its  boundaries.  The  Commissioners  recommended  that  that  portion 
of  the  North  Seaton  Township  comprising  North  Seaton  Links,  be 
added  to  the  Urban  District,  and  this  recommendation  has  received 
the  approval  of  the  Local  Government  Board,  to  take  effect  from 
the  i  st  April,  1910. 

Improvements. — The  undermentioned  improvements  have 
been  carried  out,  viz. : — 

East  Chevington. — Erection  of  a  public  urinal  at  South 
Broomhill.  Reconstruction  of  the  filter  bed,  and  the  fixing  of  two 
rotary  distributors  at  the  Red  Row  Sewage  Works.  Construction  of 
a  6-inch  sanitary  pipe  sewer  at  North  Broomhill  in  place  of  an  open 
channel  sewer.  Ventilation  of  the  under  floor  space  to  several 
houses  at  Chevington  Drift. 

Mitford. — New  6-inch  sanitarv  pipe  sewer  and  small  sewage 
disposal  works.  New  drainage  to  several  properties  in  the  village. 

North  Seaton. — Alterations  and  additions  to  forty  dwelling- 
houses  (conversion  from  one-room  to  three-room  dwellings).  Paving 
and  making-up,  in  tar  macadam  and  chip  paving,  of  several  streets 
at  North  Seaton  Links.  Extension  of  2-ihch  cast-iron  water  main, 
North  Seaton  Links, 

Pegswood. — New  sewage  disposal  works,  consisting  of  septic 
tanks  and  land  filtration.  New  and  improved  privy  and  ashpit 
accommodation.  New  drainage  to  private  properties  in  the  village, 
connecting  same  to  the  sewage  disposal  works. 

Widdrington.— -Construction  of  settling  tanks  and  filter  beds  to 
Bus  Row,  Cement  Row,  and  Stores  Row,  at  Widdrington  Colliery. 
A  new  drainage  system  with  settling  tank  and  filter  bed  at  Houndalee 
Cottages.  New  drainage  and  settling  tank  and  filter  bed  at  North 
Steads.  Improvements  to  cottages  at  Bus  Square. 

Buildings. — During  the  year,  twenty-nine  plans  have  been 
presented  to  your  Sanitary  Committee  for  their  consideration  under 
the  building  byelaws,  all  of  which  received  the  approval  of  the 
Committee.  These  plans  provide  for  the  erection  of  seven  hundred 
and  forty-five  dwelling-houses,  two  public  buildings,  one  stable,  and 
alterations  and  additions  to  forty-nine  dwelling-houses. 

All  building  operations  have  been  carried  out  in  strict 
compliance  with  your  byelaws. 

I  am.  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

ANDREW  ADAMS. 

M.I.  MUN.  E. 


